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VLY CHAMPIONSHIPS

Gormanston Park
215t & 22"9 February 2026



Introduction

Thisyear’s VLY Championships will be played at Gormanston College over the weekend of 21t & 22" February
2026.

The intention of the Championships is to provide a more social environment for up-and-coming teams to play
against other teams of a similar standard.

This year sees 43 teams taking part, across four competitions — two for men and two for women, with each
competition played to a conclusion in a single day.

The key to the success of this weekend is for all teams to keep matches moving, so we would ask everyone
taking part to work on this basis. Last year’s championships ran to time on both days, so a big act to follow
this year!

Timetable & General Info

Some key information for noting ahead of the Championships.

e Theeventis being hosted by Volleyball Ireland at Gormanston College.

e Teams must be present at least 30 minutes before the scheduled start time of their first match on
each day.

e Priortotaking tothe court, teams must complete player registrations —this can be done by each player
or, preferably, by the team contact.

e Match balls are provided for use in matches only.

e First Aid coverage will be provided by EFast. In the event of any injury issues during the event, VLY will
defer to any advice provided by EFast.

e The college will be providing a limited café service throughout both days, so you may wish to bring
additional refreshments as required.

e The full match schedule, appointments, results and tables can be found on the Tournify app, which
we would encourage teams to download prior to the event.

e Teams should look like a team when playing and, as a minimum, playing shirts should all be of the
same design and colour (except Liberos). All shirts must be numbered with a different number.

e As matches are untimed —teams should be ready to take the court at the conclusion of the preceding
match.

o We would ask that at the end of each match, you ensure the bench area is cleared of bottles, clothing
etc, given the short turnaround time before the next match. Please leave the court area as you
would expect to find it before each of your matches.

e When leaving the venue after a team’s last match of that day, we would ask you take all litter home
with you — please don’t assume that someone else will tidy up after you.

o No alcohol or smoking is permitted at the venue.

e No photography is permitted throughout the event. Anyone who wishes to attend as an official
photographer for a team must sign in each day at the tournament desk.

o Please remember that with over 40 teams taking part across the weekend, there are inevitably going
to be down periods, where your team will have a wait to play their next match. During those down
periods, we may ask teams to cover a scoring or refereeing shift at short notice, so would appreciate
your assistance with this.



Venue and Location Information

The VLY Championships are being held at Gormanston College, Co Meath. This venue has been used for a
number of years and has four courts that will be used throughout the weekend.

a. Getting here: The College is located 5 mins from Junction 7 of the M1. The Eircode is K32 NH30
and the Sports Hall is located at the north end of the car park, adjacent to the running track
area.

b. Map:
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Player Registration

Teams need to confirm their squad list to VLY, on the relevant form, by close of business on 17" February. We

would ask teams to respect this deadline given the need to organise the paperwork for the 40+ teams taking
part across the weekend. Playing squads can be registered either on a standalone form or through JustGo, by
allocating players to Championship teams, but all players must have a non-league licence attached to their
JustGo profile, as a minimum.

Teams are asked to arrive at least 30 minutes prior to the start of their first match on each day, in order to
complete their player registrations.

For each player listed on the squad list, the tournament supervisor needs to see a piece of photo ID that
correlates a head & shoulders photo of the player with their name, just as would happen in NL matches. Any

player who cannot meet this requirement will not be able to take part in the Championships. Additional spot
checks may take place throughout the weekend to ensure continued compliance with this rule.
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For each match, teams can play a maximum squad of 14, but there can be no interchanges during the match
between anyone in that 14 and any other player in the above-named squad. Those additional players will be
asked to support from the balcony above the courts.

For the competition finals, 14’s will need to be listed on the official match scoresheet.

Competition Formats

The formats for each of the four competitions are as follows:

Men’s Junior—-11 teams

Teams will play in a single 11-team group and play a match against four of the other teams in the group.

At the end of the group stage, i.e. when all teams have played four matches, the top two teams in the group
progress to the Semi-Finals and will be joined by the winners of crossover play-off games between the next
four teams — 3 will play 6" and 4™ will play 5.

Men’s Intermediate - 10 teams

Teams have been drawn into 2 round-robin groups of 5 teams.

At the end of the group stages, the two group winners progress to the Semi-Finals and will be joined by the
winners of crossover play-off games between the teams finishing 2" and 3" in each group.

Women'’s Junior - 16 teams

Teams have been drawn into 4 round-robin groups of 4 teams.

At the end of the group stages, the four group winners will progress direct to the quarter-finals. The teams
finishing 2" and 3 in each group will play a crossover play-off match, with the winners of those matches also
progressing to the quarter-finals.

Women’s Intermediate — 6 teams

Teams will play in a single 6-team group and play all the other teams in the group.

At the end of the group stage, the top team in the group progresses direct to the Final and will be joined by the
winner of a play-off game between the teams finishing 2" and 3".

Details of the draws for each competition are found in Appendix 1.




Format for each match

Repeating the format from last year, each match (except for Finals) will be played over one set, with the first
to 25, with two clear points. If scores reach 24-24 it will be the first team to move two points clear. If the
scores reach 27-27, then the next point will decide the winner of the match.

Each team will be entitled to call one time out per set.

Substitutions are permitted, although any interchanges of players must take place with the knowledge and
consent of the referee(s).

Teams will earn three points in the group table for each match won. Atthe end of the group stages, positions
will be decided based on group points. Positions will be decided as follows:

Most group points,

Points difference (on the court) in all group matches,
Head-to-head result(s) between teams tied,

e Points scored in all matches.

If atie is broken as above, the tie-breaks continue from that point to break any subsequent ties. If the above
fails to break a tie, then positions will be decided by the drawing of lots.

Finals will be played as best of three set matches, with standard National League competition rules applying.

Tournify is our tournament software platform, and a link is here, which outlines the match schedule, groups
and format. This will be updated in the build up to the event, so we would ask teams to monitor the schedule
in the days prior to the event. Tournify is available to download on both the Google Play and Apple Store.

Timekeeping & Scheduling

Each competition is being run from start to finish in a single day. As matches are untimed and played as a
single set match, this means that some matches may finish more quickly than others which, by definition,
means that the start times on Tournify can only be estimates. On both days in 2025, matches ran to schedule
and, periodically, were running ahead of time!

What this means, in practical terms, is that if a preceding match finishes early, and the two teams playing
next are on court and referees and scorekeepers are available, there is no reason for the match not to begin
sooner than might be advertised on Tournify.

When tournaments reach the knockout stages, VI reserves the right to relocate matches to different courts
stated on Tournify if a preceding match is overrunning.

Every effort will be made to ensure that Semi-Finals and Finals start at the advertised time, but we need the
help of every team to make this possible.

Delays and overruns mostly happen because teams aren’t ready to play, or teams expected to score or
referee aren’tin place (or have forgotten). If teams are ready to play, but there is no referee, tell us and we’ll
get areferee toyou. The competitions are a long day for everyone, be it players, referees, coaches, spectators
and staff and, with that in mind, we encourage you all to do your best to keep matches flowing.


http://www.tournify.uk/live/vlychamps2526

Referees & Scorekeepers

On most occasions, two referees will officiate each match, along with one scorekeeper, although there may
be games where only one referee is available. Scorekeeping will be done by teams involved in the
competition, and these will be appointed through Tournify. Most scoring appointments will involve teams
who lose a match staying to score the next one on that court.

When we reach the knockout stages, we would beg your indulgence and ask that if you are knocked out of a
competition prior to the Semi-Finals, that you stay behind to offer to score one last match.

At the end of each match, we would ask that the scoresheet be returned to the tournament desk asap by the
winning team, so that the result can be uploaded to Tournify promptly — this is particularly important towards
the end of the group stages, as play-off rounds cannot be populated until all group match results have been
inputted to Tournify.

Conduct

The Championships are arecreational competition, with an emphasis on playing in the spirit of friendship and
respect. Intaking partinthe competition, all players and coaches agree to abide by the VLY Code of Conduct.
Teams are also responsible for the conduct of their spectators/supporters and, in the event of spectators
becoming unruly, the team who they are supporting will be asked to talk to those visitors to moderate their
behaviour.

Volleyball Ireland adopts a zero-tolerance approach to abuse of or by players, referees, supporters and
the venue and, as such, VI’s tournament supervisor reserves the right to immediately disqualify any
team(s) who fail to respect the competition and its values.



Appendix 1 - Competition Draws

Men’s Junior—11 teams

MEN'S JUNIOR CHAMPIONSHIP ~

Group phase / *

Group A P |
Balbriggan T-Rex

Knockout phase /'

MJ Knockouts

Quarter-finals

Semi-finals

Final

/

Celestials MJ 1st Group A winner QF 1 winner SF 1
Cheeky Devils Bye winner QF 2 Winner SF 2
Dalkey Devils D2
- W

Naas Cobras MJ 4th Group A Vinner QF 3

5th G A =+ Winner QF 4
IVl Dragons roup - Inner Q
Naas Pythons MJ 2nd Group A -
VolleyPan Bye

QF 4 v

3rd Group A «

6th Group A o

Men’s Intermediate - 10 teams
MEN'S INTERMEDIATE CHAMPIONSHIP
Group phase /' *% Knockout phase /'

Group A | MI Knockouts |
BMP Hunters Quarter-finals Semi-finals Final

Gardians Masters
Impact Ml

Tallaght Rockets
Galway Volleyball Club

Group B ra

BMP Titans

IVl Dinosaurs
Kildare Panthers
Spire MI

Kilkenny Spartans

1st Group A
Bye

s

Winner QF 1

Winner QF 2

Winner SF 1

Winner SF 2

2nd Group B Winner QF 3
3rd Group A T Winner QF 4
QF 3 Va

1st Group B .:'

Bye

QF 4 Va

2nd Group A <

3rd Group B -




Women'’s Junior - 16 teams

WOMEN'S JUNIOR CHAMPIONSHIP  +

Group phase # # Knockout phase /
Group A V| W.J Knockouts |
Celestials WJ Round of 16 Quarter-finals Semi-finals Final
Santry Aces Play-Off 1 Vs aF1 Vd SF1 rd Final WJ rd
BMP Hawks 1st Group A & Winner Play-0ff 1 Winner QF 1 Winner SF 1
Naas Vipers W.J Bye Winner Play-Off 2 Winner QF 2 winner SF 2
Group B s/ 0 Play-Off 2 7 B ar2 7 | sF2 /7
South Dublin Volleyball 2nd Group C - winner Play-0ff 3 .
Cavan Cats 3rd Group D & Winner Play-Off 4
Santry Nova
Aer Lingus Eagles PPy d L 7
1st Group B - Winner Play-Off 5
Group C s 0 Bye Winner Play-Off 6
Aer Lingus Hawks
Play-Off 4 4 F4 4
Kikenny Sparans ar /
Naas Cobras WJ 2nd Group Dr - Winner Play-Off 7
Dalkey Devils Aces 3rd Group C & Winner Play-Off 8
Group D /B Play-0ff 5 rd
Santry Cosmopalitan 1st Group C e
Aer Lingus Kestrels Bye
|ADT Turtles Play-Off 6 y
Kildare 2nd Group A =
3rd Group B -
Play-0ff 7 rd
1st Group D o
+ SINGLE MATCH
Bye
Play-Off 8 Vd
2nd Group B =
3rd Group A o

Women'’s Intermediate — 6 teams

Group phase #* %

'y

Group A V4
Balbriggan Flames

BMP Valkyries

Impact WI

Santry

VI Vixens

Spire WI

WOMEN'S INTERMEDIATE CHAMPIONSHIP v

Knockout phase #

WI Knockouts Val |

Semi-finals Final
;
1st Group A P Winner SF 1
Bye Winner SF 2
SF2 /'
2nd Group A e
3rd Group A =




Appendix 2 - Match Schedule (updated 19.02)

Please note that this schedule is subject to change — the most up to date list can be found on the Tournify app, along with referee and scorekeeping
appointments. Every effort has been made to avoid long breaks between matches for teams, but with the number of teams taking part, apologies for any

oversights in this regard.

Teams should aim to be at the venue at least 30 minutes before their first match, particularly if they are rostered to referee or score a match preceding

their first match of the competition.

Times onthis list and on Tournify are a guideline only —with matches not being timed, teams should be ready to take the court immediately upon the conclusion

of the preceding match.

Start Day Court Division Group Team1 Team 2 Match #
10:00 Sat Court#1 | Women's Intermediate Group A Balbriggan Flames Spire WI 1
10:00 Sat Court#2 | Women's Intermediate Group A BMP Valkyries IVIVixens 2
10:00 Sat Court#3 | Women's Junior Group A Celestials W) BMP Hawks 3
10:00 Sat Court#4 | Women's Junior Group A Naas Vipers W) Santry Aces 4
10:30 Sat Court#1 | Women's Intermediate Group A Impact WI Santry 5
10:30 Sat Court#2 | Women's Junior Group C Aer Lingus Hawks Naas Cobras W) 6
10:30 Sat Court#3 | Women's Junior Group B South Dublin Volleyball Santry Nova 7
10:30 Sat Court#4 | Women's Junior Group B Aer Lingus Eagles Cavan Cats 8
11:00 Sat Court#1 | Women's Intermediate Group A Balbriggan Flames BMP Valkyries 9
11:00 Sat Court#2 | Women's Junior Group C Dalkey Devils Aces Kilkenny Spartans 10
11:00 Sat Court#3 | Women's Junior GroupD Santry Cosmopolitan IADT Turtles 11
11:00 Sat Court#4 | Women's Junior GroupD Kildare Aer Lingus Kestrels 12
11:30 Sat Court#1 | Women's Intermediate Group A IVIVixens Impact WI 13
11:30 Sat Court#2 | Women's Intermediate Group A Spire WI Santry 14
11:30 Sat Court#3 | Women's Junior Group A Santry Aces Celestials W) 15
11:30 Sat Court#4 | Women's Junior Group A BMP Hawks Naas Vipers W) 16
12:00 Sat Court#1 | Women's Intermediate Group A Santry IVI Vixens 17
12:00 Sat Court#2 | Women's Junior Group B Cavan Cats South Dublin Volleyball 18
12:00 Sat Court#3 | Women's Junior Group C Kilkenny Spartans Aer Lingus Hawks 19
12:00 Sat Court#4 | Women's Junior Group C Naas Cobras W) Dalkey Devils Aces 20
12:30 Sat Court#1 | Women's Intermediate Group A BMP Valkyries Impact WI 21
12:30 Sat Court#2 | Women's Junior Group B Santry Nova Aer Lingus Eagles 22
12:30 Sat Court#3 | Women's Junior Group D Aer Lingus Kestrels Santry Cosmopolitan 23




12:30 Sat Court#4 | Women's Junior GroupD IADT Turtles Kildare 24
13:00 Sat Court#1 | Women's Intermediate Group A Impact WI Spire WI 25
13:00 Sat Court#2 | Women's Intermediate Group A IVIVixens Balbriggan Flames 26
13:00 Sat Court#3 | Women's Junior Group A Celestials W) Naas Vipers W) 27
13:00 Sat Court#4 | Women's Junior Group A Santry Aces BMP Hawks 28
13:30 Sat Court#1 | Women's Intermediate Group A Spire WI BMP Valkyries 29
13:30 Sat Court#2 | Women's Junior Group D Santry Cosmopolitan Kildare 30
13:30 Sat Court#3 | Women's Junior Group B South Dublin Volleyball Aer Lingus Eagles 31
13:30 Sat Court#4 | Women's Junior Group B Cavan Cats Santry Nova 32
14:00 Sat Court#1 | Women's Intermediate Group A Balbriggan Flames Santry 33
14:00 Sat Court#2 | Women's Junior Group D Aer Lingus Kestrels IADT Turtles 34
14:00 Sat Court#3 | Women's Junior Group C Aer Lingus Hawks Dalkey Devils Aces 35
14:00 Sat Court#4 | Women's Junior Group C Kilkenny Spartans Naas Cobras W) 36
14:30 Sat Court#1 | Women's Junior Play-Off 8 | 2nd Group B 3rd Group A 37
14:30 Sat Court#2 | Women's Junior Play-Off 6 | 2nd Group A 3rd Group B 38
14:30 Sat Court#3 | Women's Junior Play-Off4 | 2nd Group D 3rd Group C 39
14:30 Sat Court#4 | Women's Junior Play-Off2 | 2nd Group C 3rd Group D 40
15:00 Sat Court#1 | Women's Intermediate Group A Impact WI Balbriggan Flames 41
15:00 Sat Court#2 | Women's Intermediate Group A Santry BMP Valkyries 42
15:00 Sat Court #3 | Women's Junior QF2 Winner Play-Off 3 Winner Play-Off 4 43
15:00 Sat Court#4 | Women's Junior QF1 Winner Play-Off 1 Winner Play-Off 2 44
15:30 Sat Court#1 | Women's Intermediate Group A IVIVixens Spire WI 45
15:30 Sat Court #3 | Women's Junior QF3 Winner Play-Off 5 Winner Play-Off 6 46
15:30 Sat Court#4 | Women's Junior QF4 Winner Play-Off 7 Winner Play-Off 8 47
16:00 Sat Court#1 | Women's Intermediate SF2 2nd Group A 3rd Group A 48
16:00 Sat Court#3 | Women's Junior SF1 Winner QF 1 Winner QF 2 49
16:00 Sat Court#4 | Women's Junior SF 2 Winner QF 3 Winner QF 4 50
16:45 Sat Court#1 | Women's Intermediate Final WI Winner SF 1 Winner SF 2 51
16:45 Sat Court#4 | Women's Junior FinalWJ Winner SF 1 Winner SF 2 52
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Start Day | Court Division Group Team1 Team 2 Match #
10:00 | Sun | Court#1 | Men's Intermediate Group A Tallaght Rockets Gardians Masters 53
10:00 | Sun Court#2 | Men's Intermediate Group B Spire Ml IVI Dinosaurs 54
10:00 | Sun Court#3 | Men's Junior Group A Balbriggan T-Rex BMP 55
10:00 | Sun Court#4 | Men's Junior Group A Naas Pythons MJ Cheeky Devils 56
10:30 | Sun Court#1 | Men's Intermediate Group A Impact Ml BMP Hunters 57
10:30 | Sun Court#2 | Men's Intermediate Group B Kildare Panthers BMP Titans 58
10:30 | Sun Court#3 | Men's Junior Group A Naas Cobras MJ Celestials MJ 59
10:30 | Sun Court#4 | Men's Junior Group A VolleyPan Spire MJ 60
11:00 | Sun Court#1 | Men's Intermediate Group A Tallaght Rockets Galway Volleyball Club 61
11:00 | Sun Court#2 | Men's Intermediate Group B Spire Ml Kilkenny Spartans 62
11:00 | Sun Court#3 | Men's Junior Group A Dalkey Devils D2 IVI Dragons 63
11:00 | Sun Court#4 | Men's Junior Group A IADT Turtles Cheeky Devils 64
11:30 | Sun Court#1 | Men's Intermediate Group A Gardians Masters BMP Hunters 65
11:30 | Sun Court#2 | Men's Intermediate Group B IVI Dinosaurs BMP Titans 66
11:30 | Sun Court#3 | Men's Junior Group A Balbriggan T-Rex Naas Pythons MJ 67
11:30 | Sun Court#4 | Men's Junior Group A BMP Spire MJ 68
12:00 | Sun Court#1 | Men's Intermediate Group A Galway Volleyball Club Impact Ml 69
12:00 | Sun Court#2 | Men's Intermediate Group B Kilkenny Spartans Kildare Panthers 70
12:00 | Sun Court#3 | Men's Junior Group A Naas Cobras MJ Dalkey Devils D2 71
12:00 | Sun Court#4 | Men's Junior Group A VolleyPan Celestials MJ 72
12:30 | Sun Court#1 | Men's Intermediate Group A BMP Hunters Tallaght Rockets 73
12:30 | Sun Court#2 | Men's Intermediate Group B BMP Titans Spire Ml 74
12:30 | Sun | Court#3 | Men's Junior Group A IVI Dragons IADT Turtles 75
12:30 | Sun Court#4 | Men's Junior Group A Cheeky Devils BMP 76
13:00 | Sun | Court#1 | Men'sIntermediate Group A Gardians Masters Impact Ml 77
13:00 | Sun | Court#2 | Men'sIntermediate Group B IVI Dinosaurs Kildare Panthers 78
13:00 | Sun Court#3 | Men's Junior Group A Balbriggan T-Rex Spire MJ 79
13:00 | Sun Court#4 | Men's Junior Group A Naas Pythons MJ VolleyPan 80
13:30 | Sun Court#1 | Men's Intermediate Group A BMP Hunters Galway Volleyball Club 81
13:30 | Sun Court#2 | Men's Intermediate Group B BMP Titans Kilkenny Spartans 82
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13:30 | Sun Court#3 | Men's Junior Group A Celestials MJ IVI Dragons 83
13:30 | Sun Court#4 | Men's Junior Group A BMP Dalkey Devils D2 84
14:00 | Sun Court#1 | Men's Intermediate Group A Impact Ml Tallaght Rockets 85
14:00 | Sun Court#2 | Men's Intermediate Group B Kildare Panthers Spire Ml 86
14:00 | Sun Court#3 | Men's Junior Group A IADT Turtles Naas Cobras MJ 87
14:00 | Sun Court#4 | Men's Junior Group A Cheeky Devils VolleyPan 88
14:30 | Sun Court#1 | Men's Intermediate Group A Galway Volleyball Club Gardians Masters 89
14:30 | Sun Court#2 | Men's Intermediate Group B Kilkenny Spartans IVI Dinosaurs 90
14:30 | Sun | Court#3 | Men'sJunior Group A Balbriggan T-Rex Dalkey Devils D2 91
14:30 | Sun Court#4 | Men's Junior Group A Naas Pythons MJ IVI Dragons 92
15:00 | Sun Court #3 | Men's Junior Group A Celestials MJ IADT Turtles 93
15:00 | Sun Court#4 | Men's Junior Group A Spire MJ Naas Cobras MJ 94
15:30 | Sun Court#1 | Men's Intermediate QF4 2nd Group A 3rd Group B 95
15:30 | Sun Court#2 | Men's Intermediate QF2 2nd Group B 3rd Group A 96
15:45 | Sun Court#3 | Men's Junior QF2 4th Group A 5th Group A 97
15:45 | Sun Court#4 | Men's Junior QF4 3rd Group A 6th Group A 98
16:00 | Sun Court#2 | Men's Intermediate SF1 Winner QF 1 Winner QF 2 99
16:15 | Sun Court#1 | Men's Intermediate SF2 Winner QF 3 Winner QF 4 100
16:15 | Sun Court #3 | Men's Junior SF1 Winner QF 1 Winner QF 2 101
16:15 | Sun Court#4 | Men's Junior SF2 Winner QF 3 Winner QF 4 102
16:45 | Sun Court#1 | Men's Intermediate Final Ml Winner SF 1 Winner SF 2 103
16:45 | Sun Court#4 | Men's Junior Final MJ Winner SF 1 Winner SF 2 104
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